THE    MEMOIRS    OF
as the voyage was only one of a hundred miles this torment
and defilement would not last long.
The Alligator weighed anchor and. cleared harbour with
a fair wind, but once out to sea, ran into a fresh gale in which
she pitched violently, shipping water. The waves, breaking
over the sides, washed through the hatchway into the hold,
cooling the fevered wretches; but as the seas remained big
it was not long before the hold was awash, and the prisoners
were obliged to kneel or crouch in order to keep their heads
above water. The weather remained rough for several
hours, until the captain was forced by a change of wind to
put into Broken Bay3 under his lee, where the pumps were
got working and the hold made habitable again.
The voyage lasted forty-eight hours, and during the whole
time the ration for each man was half a mouldy biscuit and
a drink of water. The one hundred and thirty men remained
fettered to the chains without a break of any kind, lying
helplessly in their own excrement in a state which would
have been considered insanitary for cattle.
Filthy and stinking, the prisoners were at last landed at
Newcastle, where they performed with joy the compulsory
ablutions in the sea, after which their clothing was served
out to them. They were then paraded and inspected by the
military commandant, a man of such ruthless severity that
he had earned the title of King of the Coal River.1 The
1 James Mudie, of Castle Forbes, N.S.W., from 1822 to 1836, made the
following statement before the Select Committee on Transportation in 1837:
Chairman: 'At what period are you speaking of?y
James Mudie: 'I should think it must be about 1825-26. Newcastle had
then ceased to be a penal settlement, but there was an individual there who
acted as what they call a commandant, he was a military officer; I was walking
upon the jetty one Sunday morning, and this commandant came down; he
was going into a boat to go up the river; one of the men was absent, he inquired
where he was, and they said he had just gone a little way; in fact the man was
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